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Inthe year 2023 - 2024 we had provided widow relief to the most poor
and needy widow sisters of our community.
We distributed Indian Rs. 75,53,000 to 1079 widows of community.
The help Rs. 7000/- per widow per year.
WIDOWS- 2023-2024 The village wise list is as under.
NORTH ZONE NO. OF CENTREL NO. OF SOUTH NO. OF
WIDOW ZONE WIDOW ZONE WIDOW
BHARUCH 05 NANINAROLI 35 VADAGAM 10
ANKLESHWAR 07 DHARMPOR 01 MAROLI 02
DIWA 22 PATAL 02 DABHEL 23
DADHAL 11 TADKESHWAR 49 SIMLAK 09
DADHAL (AHMEDABAD) 02 VARETHI 05 VESMA 12
SARANGPUR 01 KARANJ 05 M. TANKOLI 04
N.KARARVEL 15 CHHAMUCHHAL 01 NAVSARI 02
JITALI 04 KATHODRA 10 BHATTAI 02
SENGPUR 01 SAYAN 05 KHERGAM 14
KOSAMDI 15 MUIJLAV 07 MOLDHARA 06
KONDH 17 BODHAN 16 MATWAD 04
SILUDI 21 GHALA 04 NAGDHRA 01
DUNGRI 02 KATHOR 39 PERA-SARONA 02
KARSAD 03 KHOLVAD 09 ALIPOR 23
KAPODRA 08 MOTA VARACHHA 02 THALA 02
PIRAMAN 07 KOSAD 08 A.AMBHETA 05
SANJALI 01 KOSAD (AWAS) 01 CHASA 11
KHAROD 31 VARIYAV 21 JOGWAD 10
BHADI 53 BARBODHAN 04 CHITALI 08
UMARWADA 26 RANDER 34 SARAIYA 04
ALUNJ 10 SURAT 38 BHORIYA 06
PANOLI 19 UDHNA 01 KANKARIYA 02
RAVIDRA 19 EKLERA 05 ANAWAL 01
KARMALI 03 SAMROD 07 KUMKOTAR 02
GHODADRA 04 KACHHOLI 01 HARANGAM 15
HATHURAN 35 LAJPOR 29 VAKASARIA 01
DHAMROD 03 KAPLETHA 25 MANEKPOR 05
KOSAMBA 27 ITARVA 01 RETHVANIA 01
KHARACH 02 BALESHWAR 13 BAMANWEL 02
DINOD 09 BARDOLI 11 SURKHAI 02
LUWARA 15 VANKANER 03 VANGRI 01
ANKDOD 05 SAKARTALAVDI 04 VANSDA 01
KOSADI 28 VALOD 05 MUMBAI(SURAT)
MANGROL 14 NAVAPUR 08 SARIKHURD
MOSALI 09 KADOD 04
SHAH 01 BAJIPURA 01
VASRAVI 08 VYARA 01
AMBAVADI 01 SONGADH 02
KACHIYABODI 01 ANTROLI (THAROLI) 01
TOTAL 465 TOTAL 418 TOTAL
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NEW NORMAL NOT NOW—
——1IS THE NEW NORMAL
Ismail Ahmed Lambat, Manchester.

Many changes are affecting our SURTI
SUNNI VOHRA endogamous group. Very
little in our endogamous group 1s at a standstill.
Changes from all sides from the East and from
the West and from the North and from the
South are affecting us and all these changes
are bringing along new and very difficult
challenges for us.

Over several years we have tried to draw
our people’s attention to the challenges we
come to face, sometime in rapid succession
and sometime gradual with the hope and
expectation that our attempts would help draw
some of our people’s attention. We know our
people have a laid back attitude and will only
start worrying when it is too late or when the
changes have already put down their roots.
To change our people’s thinking is a big task
but we believe that all those who feel concerned
about our people should keep on chipping
away at our people’s thinking and lack of
action with the hope that the ALMIGHTY
ALLAHTA’ ALA will help our people to leamn
to feel worried about the changes that keep on
creeping into our people’s thinking, action and
behaviour.

In what follows here we shall with the
ALMIGHTY ALLAH TA’ALA’s help try to
draw our people’s attention to a NEW
NORMAL- NOT NOW, which has crept into
the thinking of our young women. What we
are referring to 1s MARRIAGE. Whilst we feel
this 1s still mainly confined to the United
Kingdom, like other fashions and activities we
feel this NEW NORMAL will be exported to
our people in other countries and become a
NEW NORMAL for all our young women of
marriageable age.

The changes in our young women’s [&
thinking should be of concern and worry to all
of us. It should be of concemn to parents, to
our endogamous group and our community
elders and leaders, our Ulema, Alimas,
university educated and professionally qualified
men and women and all Muslims irrespective
of their places of origin. We talk about the
changes that are becoming more and more
evident as the days pass by but we see no real
effort in looking at the 1ssue and develop some
work to overcome it. We feel talking about the
1ssue we face 1s good but 1s not enough. Our
talking will take us nowhere.

There are easily identifiable reasons which
are fuelling the changes in thinking about
marriage among our young women and we
should find these reasons and find ways and
means to help bring about a better
understanding of these. We feel whilst the
problems we face as an endogamous group
and as a Muslim community are many, we feel
we should not become too a hasty in drawing
our conclusion and say WE CAN DO
NOTHING.

Many of our people blame or think that it
1s the acquiring of university education that has
brought about the changes in our young
women’s thinking. If we point a finger at the
acquiring of umversity education and blame it
for the changes in thinking of our young women
then we feel our assumptions are not totally
correct as we also find madrasa educated
Alimas whose thinking 1s not different from
the university educated young women. Besides
these young women we also have an increasing
numbers of our women with not much secular
or religious education but whose thinking 1s
no different from those with good levels of]
religious and/or secular education.

Secular education we feel 1s good as 1t can
allow the educated person to help others in
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many different ways and can help everyone to
become more informed about the happenings
around them. Education can also help those
with education to find better types and better
paid work and enable our people to become
better participating citizens in the cities, towns
and the countries we live. Similarly madrasa
education is good and we must have lots of it
to enable our women and our girls to learn
about our religion and live as practising
Muslims.

. As we said the changes in thinking has
not remained confined to our university
educated and professionally qualified women.
Our madrasa educated Alimas’ thinking have
also been affected. Like the university
graduates and professionally qualified women
a growing number of our Alimas have also
fallen prey and become victims of the NEW
NORMAL —- NOT NOW. As a result of the
changes in the thinking of our educated women
and many others with not much secular or
religious education we now have unmarried
University and Madrasa educated women and
many others in their late THIRTIES and early
FOURTIES.

We feel we must not blame the acquiring
of education as the only 1ssue that has started
shaping our young women’s thinking about
marriage. We also need to learn about the other
factors which also play their roles in shaping
our young women’s thinking. To start with we
should look at our families and find out if these
are still functioning as families or have parents
and grandparents lost control of their children
and grandchildren. Is our endogamous group
still functioning or has it also lost control of
its members. We also need to look and learn
more about the social environment we live in.
How aware are we of the social environment
we live in and in which our children grow up.
We also need to get parents not to start

depending on the salaries that their educated |%
and/or professionally qualified daughters bring in.

We feel many of our families live very
lonely lives and if they do have contacts, these
will be families or individuals from their own
villages of origin. The dwindling of contact
with relatives and other endogamous group
members 1s making itself felt among some of]
our young women. Those young women who
want to get married but insist on not leaving
the town or city they reside in. We have come
across instances where they were totally against
moving to another town just 20 miles away
from where they lived. We have also come
across instances where married women sought
divorce because their husbands would not
move to the town where they had grown up
and where their parents or other family
members lived. We have also come across
those who msist on not changing their dressing
habits. Many others are not willing to live with
their husband’s families and we also come
across those who 1nsist on having long and
expensive holidays before they agree to get
married. Besides these we can identify many
other reasons which play their roles in
supporting the NEW NORMAL.... NOT
NOW.

We feel we Surtt Sunni Vohras and all
Muslims should start thinking seriously about
the future of our women who decide to delay
getting married till it 1s too late to find someone
they would like to get married to. We feel and
sincerely believe that those of our young
women who have become victims of the NEW
NORMAIL——NOT NOW should reconsider
their decisions and change their thinking. MAY
ALLAHTA’ALA help our young women and
all Muslim women not to move away from our
RELIGIOUSLY prescribed institution of
marriage! W
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